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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 2 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 30 September 2005 . 
2a)S This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-30 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) IEI Claim(s) 1-30 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (0. 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Supplemental Examiner's Answer 

1 . This Office Action is in response to the Decision On Appeal And Remand To The 
Examiner mailed September 30, 2005. 

2. The decision on appeal under 35 U.S.C. § 134 from the Examiner's final Rejection of 
claims 1-13, which are all of the claims pending in this Application, The Board of Patent 
Appeals and Interferences have reversed and remanded the Application to the Examiner of 
Record. 

Background 

3. Appellant's invention is directed generally to a microchip manufacturing equipment, and 
specifically, to an electronic data card that accompanies a wafer container. The data card 
includes at least one light emitter that is operable in response to a microprocessor to convey 
information related to the manufacturing process and equipment. An understanding of the 
invention cab be derived from a reading of exemplary independent claim 1, which is reproduced 
as follows: 

Claim 1 . Apparatus for visually conveying information to a human operator in a 
manufacturing process comprising: 

a container for transporting work in progress used in the manufacturing process; 



Application/Control Number: 10/060,494 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2823 

an electronic data card that follows the container through at least a portion of the 
manufacturing process, said electronic data card including a microcomputer and containing data 
related to one or more of the manufacturing process and related equipment. 

4. The following reference is relied on by the Examiner: 
Bonoraetal., (Bonora) 5,570,990 Nov. 5, 1996 

5. The Board of Appeals was unconvinced by the Examiner's position that the disclosed 
data card actually conveys information visually and directly to a human operator in response to 
instructions executed by a microprocessor. The Board continues with that the information is 
eventually conveyed to the operator is through the processor and the keyboard or the display on 
the equipment, i.e., the mobile loader stocker 1 10 (figures 4 & 1 1; col. 9, lines 1-19). The 
Boards position is that the data card of Bonora must send data through the communication means 
236 to a CPU and the display of the equipment in order to convey any information to a human 
operator. 

Examiner's Response 

6. The Examiner notes that although the drawings provide by Bonora are not as descriptive 
as the brochure provided by ASYST, which is the Assignee, the SMIF Pod of ASYST is merely 
the product claimed by Bonora. Please note the Press Release of ASYST of 1999 which details 
the SMIF-Pod 300. It is merely a battery-operated microcomputer featuring a large graphic LCD 
operator interface buttons. 
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Please see the figure below. 
SMART-Tag Tm 
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7. It is believed for the reasons above that Bonora should be sustained. Therefore the 



rejection of claims 1-13 under 35 U.S.C. § 102 should be maintained. 




Conclusion 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to W. David Coleman whose telephone number is 571-272-1856. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9:00 AM - 5:30 PM. 

9. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Olik Chaudhuri can be reached on 571-272-1855. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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10. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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